
…For Such a Time as This… 
   Esther 4:14 

Information Packet 



Dear Pastor, 

God has given our family a compassion for the U.S. military men, women, and a 
vision to reach them with the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. I count it a privilege to fulfill the 
Great Commission: To go, teach, baptize and teach them to observe all that Christ has 
commanded. I thank the Lord that He has allowed us to be a part of His work. My name is 
Jeremiah Roper. My wife Erika, our three children, and I look forward to serving those that 
have surrendered to serve us.

Just like the rest of the world, the military men and women of the United States need the 
Truth taken to them as they serve abroad. For 20 years, I have witnessed these lost souls 
commit their lives to our country’s causes. I have seen them leave family and friends, go 
into battle, fall prey to sin, suffer loneliness, and lose their own lives. Their need for the Savior is 
great. It is evident that our service members are thirsting for the greater cause of Jesus 
Christ. It is my desire to share and preach Christ, disciple, and train these that have 
sacrificed, in prayerful hope that He sends more laborers into the harvest.

Thank you for sharing our compassion for our military personnel. I am grateful for 
your ministry and honored to be a co-laborer for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Enclosed you 
will find our salvation testimonies, how the Lord called us to Military Missions, 
doctrinal statement, my resume, reference letters, and contact information. It would be a 
privilege to share our vision and present our ministry. 

Only By His Grace, 

Jeremiah D. Roper 
Isaiah 55:8-9 
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Jeremiah’s Testimony 
I was born June 26th, 1983 in Lancaster, California. My family was reached through the bus 
ministry of Lancaster Baptist Church. I was saved during an evening service, at the age of six, 
as I realized my need to be saved. I tugged at my dad’s coat sleeve during the invitation and he 
led me down the aisle. On the steps of the church’s baptistery, I prayed and accepted Christ 
as my Savior. A week later I was baptized. My family faithfully attended church for 
several years. However, through a set of circumstances, we stopped attending church and as I 
grew older, I strayed from the Lord. I joined the Air Force six months after my high school 
graduation and a year later married Erika, a non-believer with a Catholic background. For 
eleven years of our marriage, we did not seek God. In 2013, we received orders to 
Okinawa, Japan. At that time, we were blessed with two daughters, Valerie and 
Sophia, Erika was expecting our third child but she miscarried just a few days 
before leaving Tucson, Arizona. With broken hearts, we determined to find a church 
in Okinawa. We found Maranatha Baptist Church, a Military Missions church. It was 
there Erika was saved and baptized, and I rededicated my life. Joshua, our son, was 
born in 2014. In 2016, we surrendered to full-time Christian service. I answered the call 
to preach four months later, after “hearing” preaching from Romans 10:14-15 and 
listening to our teen choir sing "People Need the Lord". In 2019, prior to our move to 
Sumter, South Carolina, I was ordained into the Gospel Ministry by Pastor Ed Navato and 
four other men.           

Erika’s Testimony 
I was born in San Salvador, El Salvador but by the age of two we moved to Southern 
California where I grew up. I did not grow up in a Christian home. I attended the Catholic 
Church, mostly with my grandma. Though I grew up with some religion and believed in “God”, 
my idea of God was elusive at best, and I certainly didn’t know what it meant to be saved.   

I met Jeremiah our junior year of high school. Upon graduating, I began college and Jeremiah 
joined the Air Force. We married shortly after and began the military journey together. For 
eleven years God was not a part of our home. Jeremiah had been saved as a child but was away 
from the Lord. I only knew he had a Baptist background. However, the Lord changed that when 
we received orders to Okinawa, Japan in 2013.  

By that time, we had two daughters, Valerie and Sophia, and I was also pregnant. That 
pregnancy ended up in a miscarriage before we left for Okinawa. With broken hearts, we arrived 
on the little island in February of 2013. In agreement we needed God, we decided to look for a 
church. We tried the base chapels first and, for some time, settled on a non-denominational 
service. However, the chaplain was reassigned and much changed after that. Discouraged, I told 
Jeremiah I would try his “Baptist church.” In May, we found Maranatha Baptist Church, an 
Independent Fundamental Military Mission’s church. Two months later, on July 14th, I walked 
down from the very back row and received the Lord Jesus Christ as my personal Savior and was 
baptized three weeks later.  



The Call to Military Missions 
While stationed in Okinawa, Japan and serving at our local church Maranatha Baptist, the Lord 
was directing our steps towards full-time Christian service after my retirement. God solidified 
His call for me to preach by 2016. As I got closer to retirement in 2019, we still did not know 
precisely what the Lord would have us do. We received orders to Shaw Air Force Base in 
Sumter, South Carolina during this time. 

We arrived in Sumter where we joined Sumter Baptist Temple (SBT) and immediately began to 
serve. In October 2019, we attended the Southwide Baptist Fellowship which allowed us to 
enjoy the company of one of our former pastors from Maranatha, as well as BIMI's military 
director, who we met in Japan. Pastor Popwell made a statement that captivated both my 
and Erika’s attention. He gave us his testimony of when he was ready to go to Papua New 
Guinea as a missionary and Dr. Sisk, a man greatly used of God, told him, "The Lord had 
prepared him to minister best to those He had already placed in his life." The Lord used 
that to lead the Popwell’s to military missions work, and He used that to also plant a seed in 
both of our hearts.   

The very next Sunday, during her time with the Lord, Erika surrendered to military missions. She 
didn’t say anything to me but simply wrote it in her journal. That same morning during the 
service back at SBT, as was always the case, the service flags unassumingly stood off to the 
left of the auditorium. This time, when I glanced that way, I could hardly bear to look at 
them. My heart began to break for the service men and women I had served alongside with for 
so many years. I too, surrendered to military missions. I approached Erika about my belief 
that the Lord was leading to military missions. Erika smiled, got her journal, and showed me 
where she had written her decision as well.  

Since then, the Lord has only intensified that call and moved us to action speedily. We believe 
the whole world desperately needs the Gospel, not just the military, but we are certain God has 
called us to the field He used to completely transform our lives. We also believe He wants to do 
what He has done in our lives for others. We will minister to our U.S. military worldwide, we 
are willing to go wherever they go, as the Lord leads. Our overarching and long-term 
ministry goals are to: evangelize and multiply disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ and plant 
churches near military installations.  



Doctrinal Statement 

The Holy Scriptures ~We believe the Old and New Testament Scriptures are the verbally 
and plenarily inspired Word of God.  The Scriptures are inerrant, infallible and God-breathed and 
are, therefore, the final authority for faith and life.  The sixty-six books of the Old and New 
Testaments are the complete and divine revelation of God to Man.  The Scriptures shall be 
interpreted according to their normal grammatical-historical meaning. We believe that God has 
preserved His Word for English speaking people in the King James Version. (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 
Pet. 1:20-21) 

Dispensationalism ~We believe that the Scriptures interpreted in their natural, literal sense 
reveal divinely determined dispensations or rules of life that define man’s responsibilities in 
successive ages. These dispensations are not ways of salvation, but rather are divinely ordered 
stewardships by which God directs man according to His purpose. Three of these 
dispensations—the law, the church, and the kingdom—are the subjects of detailed revelation in 
Scripture. (Gen. 1:28; 1 Cor. 9:17; 2 Cor. 3:9-18; Gal. 3:13-25; Eph. 1:10; 3:2-10; Col. 1:24-25, 
27; Rev. 20:2-6) 

The Godhead ~We believe in one triune God, eternally existing in three persons—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—each co-eternal in being, co-identical in nature, co-equal in power and 
glory, and having the same attributes and perfections.  (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19; John 14:10, 26; 2 
Cor. 13:14) 

The Person and Work of Christ 
(1) We believe that Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, became man, without ceasing to be
God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, in order that He
might reveal God and redeem sinful men. (Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Luke 1:35; John 1:1-2, 14; 2 Cor.
5:19-21; Gal. 4:4-5; Phil. 2:5-8)
(2) We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ accomplished our redemption through His death on
the cross as a representative, vicarious, substitutionary sacrifice, and that our justification is
made sure by His literal, physical resurrection from the dead. (Acts 2:18-36; Rom. 3:24-25;
Eph. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:24; 1 Peter 1:3-5)
(3) We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to Heaven and is now exalted at the right
hand of God where, as our High Priest, He fulfills the ministry of Representative, Intercessor,
and Advocate.  (Acts 1:9-10; Rom. 8:34; Heb. 9:24; 7:25; 1 John 2:1-2)

The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit 
(1) We believe that the Holy Spirit is a person who convicts the world of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment; and, that He is the Supernatural Agent in regeneration,
baptizing all believers into the body of Christ, indwelling and sealing them unto the day of
redemption. (John 16:8-11; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 3:6; Eph. 1:13-14)
(2) We believe that He is the divine Teacher who assists believers to understand and
appropriate the Scriptures and that it is the privilege and duty of all the saved to be filled with
the Spirit. We believe that God is sovereign in the bestowal of spiritual gifts to every
believer.  God uniquely uses evangelists, pastors, and teachers to equip believers in the



church to do the work of the ministry. (Eph. 1:17-18; 5:18; 1 John 2:20, 27; Rom. 12:3-8; 1 
Cor. 12:4-11, 28; Eph. 4:7-12) 
(3) We believe that the sign gifts of the Holy Spirit, such as speaking in tongues and the gift
of healing, were temporary and are passed away with the completion Scriptures.  Speaking in
tongues was never the common or necessary sign of the baptism or filling of the Holy Spirit.
Ultimate deliverance of the body from sickness or death awaits the consummation of our
salvation in the resurrection, although God frequently chooses to answer the prayers of
believers for physical healing. (1 Cor. 1:22; 13:8; 14:21-22)

The Total Depravity of Man ~We believe that man was created in the image and 
likeness of God; but that in Adam’s sin the human race fell, inherited a sinful nature, and became 
alienated from God. Man is totally depraved and, of himself, utterly unable to remedy his lost 
condition. (Gen. 1:26-27; Rom. 3:22-23; 5:12; 6:23; Eph. 2:1-3; 4:17-19) 

Salvation ~We believe that salvation is the gift of God brought to man by grace alone and 
received by personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, Whose precious blood was shed on Calvary 
for the forgiveness of our sins.  We believe that all sins, except blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, are 
forgivable.  (Matt. 12:31-32; John 1:12; Eph. 1:7; 2:8-10; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:9) 

The Eternal Security and Assurance of Believers 
(1) We believe that once a person is saved, he is kept by God’s power and remains secure in
Christ forever.   (John 6:37-40; 10:27-30; Rom. 8:1, 38-39; 1 Cor. 1:4-8; 1 Pet. 1:4-5)
(2) We believe that it is the privilege of believers to rejoice in the assurance of their salvation
through the testimony of God’s Word, which, however, clearly forbids the use of Christian
liberty as an occasion to the flesh. (Rom. 13:13-14; Gal. 5:13; Titus 2:11-15)

The Church 
(1) We believe that the local church, which is the body and the espoused bride of Christ, is
solely made up of born-again, baptized believers.  (1 Cor. 12:12-14; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 1:22-
23; 5:25-27)
(2) We believe in the autonomy of the local church free of any external authority or controls,
and any affiliations, societies, organizations, associations, or agencies this church affiliates
with to further the objectives stated in the Purpose Statement are not authoritative in matters
of church practice or belief. (Acts 13:1-4; 15:19-31; 20:28; Rom 16:1, 1 Cor. 3:9, 5:4-7, 13;
1 Pet. 5:1-4)
(3) We recognize water baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper as the Scriptural
ordinances of obedience for the church in this age.  (Matt. 28:19-20; Acts 2:41-42; 8:36-38; 1
Cor. 11:23-26)

Separation ~We believe that believers should maintain a godly testimony and live in such a 
way that that their lives do not bring reproach upon their Savior. God commands His people to 
separate from all religious apostasy, all worldliness and sinful pleasures, practices, and 
associations, and immodesty. We stand against any and all worldly philosophies that seek to 
destroy or undermine the truth of Biblical Christianity. (Lev. 19:28; Rom. 12:1-2; 14:13; 1 Cor. 
6:19-20; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; 1 John 2:15-17; 2 John 9-11) 

The Second Coming of Christ ~We believe in that blessed hope, the personal, imminent 
return of Christ, Who will rapture His church prior to the seven-year tribulation period.  At the 



end of the Tribulation, Christ will personally and visibly return with His saints, to establish His 
earthly Messianic Kingdom, which was promised to the nation of Israel.  (Ps. 89:3-4; Dan. 2:31-
45; Zech. 14:4-11; 1 Thess. 1:10; 4:13-18; Titus 2:13; Rev. 3:10; 19:11-16; 20:1-6) 

The Eternal State 
(1) We believe in the bodily resurrection of all men, the saved to eternal life, and the unsaved
to judgment and everlasting punishment.  (Matt. 25:46; John 5:28-29; 11:25-26; Rev. 20:5-6,
12-13)
(2) We believe that the soul of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present
with the Lord, where in conscious bliss they await the first resurrection, when spirit, soul,
and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord.  (Luke 23:43; 2 Cor. 5:8; Phil.
1:23; 3:21; 1 Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 20:4-6)
(3) We believe that the souls of unbelievers remain, after death, in conscious punishment and
torment until the second resurrection, when with soul and body reunited, they shall appear at
the Great White Throne Judgment, and shall be cast into the Lake of Fire, not to be
annihilated, but to suffer everlasting conscious punishment and torment.  (Matt. 25:41-46;
Mark 9:43-48; Luke 16:19-26; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Jude 6-7; Rev. 20:11-15)

Creation ~We believe that the Genesis account of creation is neither allegory nor myth, but a 
literal, historical account of God’s creation of the universe in six literal, 24-hour periods. We 
reject evolution, the Gap and Day-Age Theories, and Theistic Evolution as unscriptural theories 
of origin. (Gen. 1-2; Ex. 20:11) 

Reference: 
(CLA 2015) 



JEREMIAH D. ROPER 
Missionary to the U.S. Military Worldwide 

Ropers2usmilww@gamil.com · (803) 847-3718 

Ministry Goals 
• Soul Winning
• Discipleship
• Church Planting

• Evangelize the Military
• Train Laborers
• Missionary Pastor

Experience 

Ministry: 2013 – Current  
Sumter Baptist Temple , Sumter, SC (2019 – Present) 
Deacon, Sunday School Teacher, Bus Worker/Teen Class Teacher, Usher 

Maranatha Baptist Church  , Okinawa, Japan (2013 – 2019) 
Deacon, Pulpit Committee, Assistant Treasurer, Sunday School Teacher (Adults, K4/5), Bus Driver, Lead Usher, 
Faith Bible Institute Chapter Director  

Military: Dec 2001 – Apr 2022  
Propulsion Flight Chief  , Shaw AFB, Sumter, SC – U.S. Air Force 
My 20-year career culminated with leading 80 personnel across 5 departments managing $615M of assets & as 
Senior advisor to Wing/Group/Squadron leaders for Engine related issues while directing 195 positions in 4 units.

Education 
Grad - Spring 2022 
BIBLE COLLEGE DIPLOMA, Faith Bible Institute 
3-yr comprehensive Bible study including all 66 Books, Doctrines, and Theologies.

Grad - Spring 2025 
BACHELOR OF MINISTRY - PASTORAL, Veritas Baptist College 
22/120 credits completed. Started May 2021 

Grad - Apr 2015 
INSTRUCTOR OF TECH & MILITARY SCIENCE - A.A.S  ., Community College of the Air Force 
Certified career field instructor. Amassed 3,600 teaching hours. Earned 3 Instructor Achievement Awards 

Grad - Jul 2011 
AVIATION MAINTENANCE TECHNOLOGY - A.A.S  ., Community College of the Air Force 
Specialized Jet Engine Mechanic experience, Leadership, Management, Gen Ed requirements secured 

Achievements 
• Sr (2020) & Jr (2014) NCO of the Year Awards
• Certifications: FCF, 6 Engine certs, Instructor, Jet

Engine Mishap Investigation qualified

• Ordained to the Gospel Ministry
• Statement of Faith Drafting
• Authored/Managed 4 Facility & Repair contracts

Burden 
It is our desire to serve the Lord by taking the Gospel to those that serve our great country in the field of 
Military Missions Worldwide, the same field where He transformed our lives. It is our prayer that we 
multiplicate Christ’s work in our lives by investing in others.  



SUMTER 
BAPTIST TEMPlE 

July 8, 2021 

Dear Fellow Pastor, 

It is my privilege to recommend to you the Jeremiah and Erika Roper family. We are so excited to see 
God's hand in their lives directing them to military missions. I can assure you as their sending church 
pastor that our church is completely supportive of this family and the work God has called them to do. 
Prayerfully, Financially, Spiritually, Emotionally ... we are committed and have asked God to help us be 
the wind at their back as they move forward. 

On their first Sunday at our church I fell in love with this family. They had just landed from their flight 
from Japan the day prior. They were jet lagged, and I'm sure they were exhausted. Yet, when I walked 
into my Couples Sunday School class, there sat Jeremiah and Erika having already taken their children, 
pressed and dressed, to their Sunday School classes. We heard their testimonies, and we hoped that 
God would lead them to join us at SBT. When we prayed we had no idea what God had in store. 

I quickly saw their ministry gifts come to the fore as they dove into service in our ministries: Bus 
Ministry, VBS, Sunday School, Master Clubs, Special Events, Fellowships, they were involved in all of it. 
They were always some of the last to leave. But they were more than present. They put their heart into 
the ministry. Their heart is the difference. 

After being at our church only 6 months our people saw what I saw. Jeremiah was selected by the 
congregation to be a deacon. As a deacon he has stayed busy, taken on projects, and been a great help 
to his pastor and church family. Earlier this year he worked directly with me in rewriting and updating 
our church's doctrinal statement for legal purposes, clarity, and to address current theological trends. 

Erika is an absolute gem. I've watched her endure great trials over the last few years. She has done it 
with grace and has never stopped serving and pressing toward the mark. She has come forth as gold. 
She is committed, tenderhearted, and ready to move forward with her husband. The Roper kids are 
among the best behaved in our church. That they live in a godly home is evident. I simply don't know a 
more spiritual family, and I'm thrilled for them to have the opportunity to reproduce themselves 
working with our nation's military. 

We are thrilled to send out this wonderful family. I thank you for your consideration of them. Please 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions. May God help us reach the world together. 

/41�· 
Pastor Mike Westmoreland 

� 2295 Harper·�tr.eet 
Sumter, SC 29153 

Pastor Mike Westmoreland 

sumterbaptist.org 



Pastor Ed Navato 

 July 4, 2021 

RE: Pastoral Reference Letter for Jeremiah Roper 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I highly recommend to you Brother Jeremiah Roper for your fervent prayers and monthly financial 

support for missions. He was ordained to the Gospel ministry in Maranatha Baptist Church in 

Okinawa, Japan on June 2, 2019. I first met him and his dear wife, Mrs. Erika Roper, in June of 2017 

and I am honored to be their pastor. 

They were active members of our church from August 2013 to June 2019. During their time here, Bro. 

Roper was a dedicated deacon, assistant treasurer, head usher, and Faith Bible Institute director. Mrs. 

Roper assisted Bro. Roper in Kids Bible Club and in teaching an adult Sunday school class. She was also 

a diligent teacher at our school, Maranatha Baptist Academy, and very supportive of her husband and 

their children in their endeavors. 

Missionary and Mrs. Jeremiah Roper are servant-leaders and know how to reach people with the 

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are soul winners and burdened for the lost. They have been 

faithful all these many years, and it is for these reasons, I highly recommend them.  

Thank you for your consideration of Missionaries Jeremiah and Erika Roper and the ministry God has 

called them to accomplish. God bless you! 

Yours for Souls, 

Dr. Ed Navato, D. Min. 

Pastor, Maranatha Baptist Church 

904-2143 Okinawa-ken Okinawa-shi

Chibana 4-43-2

+81 98 929 2695





Contact Information 

Sending Church   

Sumter Baptist Temple 

Pastor Mike Westmoreland 

2295 Harper Street 

Sumter, SC 29153 

(803) 469-0288

Personal Contact           

40 Jameson Place

Sumter, SC 29154           

Jeremiah’s cell: (803) 847-3718            

Erika’s cell: (803) 847-3757                                      

Email: Ropers2usmilww@gmail.com 

www.facebook.com/Ropers2USMilWW     

Mission Board   

Baptist International Missions Inc. 

P.O. Box 9 

Harrison, TN 37341 

(423) 344-5050
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